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In this issue …
Authors go beyond teaching the three R’s. Critical thinking and problem-
solving for the 21st century learner means preparing students for a global 
society that has become defined by high speed communications, complex 
and rapid change, and increasing diversity. It means engaging students 
to use multiple strategies when solving a problem, to consider differing 
points of view, and to explore with many modalities. 

This issue showcases eight different classrooms teaching critical thinking 
through inquiry and expedition, poetry and music. Authors investigate 
ways to make teaching and learning authentic, collaborative and hands-
on. Students learn to problem solve by building working robots and go 
beyond rote memorization in math through gamification. Early learners 
use art to generate their own haiku, or journals to document their experi-
ences with nature, and high school students learn earth science through 
outdoor investigations. Students in these classrooms are engaged in 
learning through Socratic dialogue, project based explorations, in-depth 
observation, critique and self-directed learning. It is a collection that 
demonstrates best practices for all learners who, as future citizens, will play 
a critical role in defining the knowledge society.
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Dear Colleagues,

I am happy to announce that Educator’s Voice, NYSUT’s Journal of Best Practices in Education, is going digital.  

We are moving from our print publication to one that can be accessed through a variety of digital devices, so we 

can go wherever you go. Beginning with our first mailer that includes a QR code allowing readers to pull up the 

entire journal on a Smartphone or tablet, to our new interactive Web features, we are embracing 21st century 

technology. 

While Educator’s Voice will no longer be offered in print, we are expanding our online features to make the jour-

nal a more interactive and accessible experience for you, our readers. Our goal is to reach as many of you as pos-

sible, to make Educator’s Voice available to all of our NYSUT members across the state. The use of multiple 

forms of technology will enable us to share these innovative classroom practices more broadly.  

One of the new interactive functions “Educator to Educator” allows readers to post a comment to any of our 

authors. Tell them your reactions to the article or describe how you adapted the ideas in your own classroom. 

We are also introducing our featured author’s video interviews. Learn more about an article of interest in a 3-4 

minute video presentation from a selected author. 

Please join us in celebrating these exciting changes. Share the link to our website, download the PDF’s to your 

computer or mobile devices, and share your feedback with the authors. Help us to make Educator’s Voice a true 

21st century member-to-member experience. 

Sincerely,

Catalina R. Fortino       
Vice President, NYSUT
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In this volume of Educator’s Voice, authors may have referenced particular programs,  
curricula or websites in the discussion of their work. These references do not imply approval 
or endorsement by NYSUT of any particular product, service, or organization. 
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