
What you
need to know

about the
grades 3-8

testing

Preparing for the tests
Kids can’t “cram” for these tests. The best
way for parents to help is to introduce fun
activities and study habits at home that will
strengthen their children’s abilities in these 
key subject areas:

Reading and writing:
n    Have your child explain information from 

a newspaper or magazine article.

n    Encourage your child to keep a journal.

n    When watching a television commercial, 
ask your child to separate fact from fiction.

n    Play word games during car trips.

n    Read aloud with your child, alternating 
paragraphs. This helps motivate your child 
to complete assignments and helps you 
monitor progress in reading.

n      Help your child get started on a writing 
assignment by asking relevant questions 
based on a narrative or informational text. 
Make it like a scavenger hunt. This helps a 
child learn how to find information from a 
text.

 Mathematics:
n    Demonstrate the everyday uses of math.

Let your child tally your spending while 
shopping, calculate the savings on a sale 
item or help estimate how many gallons 
of paint you need to cover the living room 
walls.

n    While driving or walking, have your child 
identify the geometric shape of common 
items that you see.

n    Ask your child to help put together a 
budget for a family vacation, calculating 
what you might spend for gasoline,  
accommodations and activities.

For more information ...
n    Your child’s teacher is the first source 

for help and advice.

n    NYSUT’s Web site, www.nysut.org/
research, offers State Education 
Department alerts, including a test 
schedule and links to sample  
questions.

n    Participate in your local parent-teacher 
association and attend school events. 
Parents and teachers need to work 
together to make sure our children get 
the time, extra help and resources they 
need to meet more challenging  
academic standards.
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Why does my child have to take
these tests?
Under the federal Elementary and
Secondary Education Act, states that receive
federal funding for education must test all
students in grades 3 through 8 annually in
math and English language arts. 

What’s new for the tests in 2012-13? 
As part of the move to state’s P-12 Common 
Core Learning Standards, the state’s new as-
sessments will be based on six instructional 
shifts in ELA and mathematics. The content 
on the assessments will be different but 
students will still see a combination of mul-
tiple choice and constructed response items. 
The ELA content will be based on authentic 
complex texts; informational texts; and text-
based analysis. The mathematics content will 
include multiple representation, modeling 
and problem-solving.The NYSESLAT (Eng-
lish as a Second Language Achievement Test) 
also is aligned to the Common Core Learning 
Standards.

When will the new tests be given?
Grades 3-8 ELA: April 16-18, 2013 
Grades 3-8 mathematics: April 24-26, 2013 
NYSESLAT speaking: April 17 – May 17, 2013 
NYSESLAT listening, reading and writing: 
May 6 – May 17, 2013 

What’s on the tests?
The ELA and mathematics tests for 2012-13 
will emphasize the six shifts in ELA/literacy 
and the six shifts in mathematics. SED will 
provide information in the composition of 
the full-length assessments in the coming 
months. SED has posted sample questions for 
grades 3-8 in ELA and math. Both the ELA 
and math questions include multiple choice, 

short constructed response and extended 
constructed response. You can access these 
sample questions as www.nysut.org.

How will the tests be scored?
Scores will range from 1 to 4. A score of 1
or 2 is considered below the state proficiency
level; a score of 3 is proficient; a score of 4 is
highly proficient. ELA and math test results
are scheduled to be available to schools by
the end of the school year. Tests will be
scored by trained teachers and approved 
scorers.

What if my child does poorly?
Children who score a 1 or a 2 are entitled
to receive extra help, known as Academic
Intervention Services (AIS). Principals must
contact parents of those students in writing,
and your school district is responsible for
providing extra help to your child. That
could include extra help during the school
day, tutoring before or after school, or  
summer school. How your district provides 
this help is spelled out in the district’s AIS 
plan.

Can a child who scores below the
proficiency level on a state test be
held back?
The tests help identify students needing
additional help in meeting state standards.
Districts use them, together with your child’s
classroom performance and your input, to
decide whether your child is ready to be  
promoted. Because they are only one  
indicator of a student’s performance, the tests 
alone should not be used to decide whether 
your child is promoted. Ask your school for a 
copy  of its promotion policy.

Do students with disabilities take
the tests?
Students with disabilities are expected to
take the state’s regular ELA and math tests. At
Individualized Education Program team meet-
ings, you have the opportunity to discuss the
tests and whether your child might be
allowed accommodations in how the tests are
given. Students with severe disabilities may
take the state’s alternate state tests instead of
the regular state tests.

What about English language
learners?
English language learners who have been
in the state for a year or more are expected
to take the 3-8 ELA tests. ELLs with or with-
out disabilities also will be afforded the
appropriate accommodations. The 3-8 math
tests are translated into five languages. ELLs
also may use a glossary or have the questions
translated into their native language.

See the next
page for
suggestions
on how you
can help
your child.


