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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT 
AN ELECTION FOR THE FOLLOWING 
POSITIONS WILL BE CONDUCTED 
AT 5 P.M. ON FRIDAY, MAY 1, 2020 
DURING THE 2020 NYSUT REPRESEN-
TATIVE ASSEMBLY AT THE NELSON 
A. ROCKEFELLER EMPIRE STATE 
PLAZA, ALBANY, N.Y. IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH THE PROCEDURES 
SPECIFIED BELOW.

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER 
GIVEN THAT NOMINATING PETI-
TIONS FOR EACH OF THE FOLLOW-
ING POSITIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED 
THROUGH 5 P.M. FRIDAY, FEB. 7, 2020 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CRI-
TERIA AND PROCESSES OUTLINED 
BELOW.

I. DescrIptIon of posItIons

A. NYSUT Officers
President
Executive Vice President
Second Vice President
Secretary-Treasurer
B. AFT State Federation Delegates and 
AFT Alternate State Delegates
Total: Up to four (4) delegates and four (4) 
alternates
The number of AFT State delegates to 
which NYSUT is entitled has not yet been 
determined by the AFT. If NYSUT’s al-
location is fewer than four (4) delegates, 
the delegates will be determined by highest 
ranking based on votes received. 
C. NYSUT At-Large Directors
One At-Large Director from each estab-
lished cluster of two or more geographic 
Election Districts.
Five At-Large Directors from the statewide 
SRP constituency.
One At-Large Director from the statewide 

health care constituency.
One At-Large Director from the statewide 
community college constituency.
One At-Large Director from the statewide 
private higher education constituency.
Two At-Large Directors from the statewide 
public higher education constituency.
One At-Large Director from the statewide 
retiree constituency.
D. NYSUT Election District Directors
One director from each geographically 
established Election District.

II. term of offIce

The term of office for the NYSUT Officers, 
AFT state delegates, AFT alternate state 
delegates, At-Large Directors and Election 
District Directors shall be three (3) years. 
That three (3) year term shall commence 
upon the conclusion of the 2020 NYSUT 
Representative Assembly and shall end 
with the conclusion of the 2023 NYSUT 
Representative Assembly.

III. nomInatIon & electIon  
proceDures

A. General candidate qualifications & 
nomination procedures for all offices

1. Candidate qualifications
A candidate is any member in good stand-
ing who meets the candidate eligibility 
criteria, the nomination requirements for 
the position, and fulfills the requirements 
listed below.
2. Availability of Nominating Petitions
Nominating Petitions may be obtained 
from the Elections Committee commenc-
ing Jan. 2, 2020 by contacting the NYSUT 
Elections Committee at NYSUT Head-
quarters either in writing (800 Troy-Sche-
nectady Road, Latham, NY 12110-2455); 
by telephone (800-342-9810, ext. 6662); 

or by email (elections@nysutmail.org).
3. Acceptance of candidacy/candidate 
name verification
Acceptance of Nomination: In order 
to qualify as a candidate for any posi-
tion the candidate must signify his/her 
acceptance of the nomination by signing 
the Acceptance of Candidacy portion of 
the Nominating Petition. Candidates may 
withdraw their acceptance of candidacy at 
any time.
Name Verification: Each candidate is also 
requested to indicate on the Nominating 
Petition the manner in which his/her name 
should be printed on the election ballot. 
Contact Information: All candidates are 
requested to provide on the Nominating 
Petition both their personal (i.e. non-
employer) email address (if available) and 
cell telephone number (or home telephone 
number, if there is no cell telephone) to 
enable the NYSUT Elections Committee 
to readily contact them. 
4. Candidates’ ability to verify Election 
Committee’s receipt of Nominating 
Petition
The Elections Committee will notify 
nominees either by email (if available), or 
by telephone, that their petition has been 
received and validated by the Committee. 
However, it is the responsibility of nomi-
nees to confirm the Election Committee’s 
receipt of their Nominating Petition and 
nominees may do so by contacting the 
NYSUT Elections Committee at NYSUT 
Headquarters either in writing (800 Troy-
Schenectady Road, Latham, NY 12110-
2455); by telephone (800-342-9810, ext. 
6662); or by email (elections@nysutmail.
org).
5. Multiple candidacies
In addition to serving as an elected 
NEA State Delegate, no member may 

be a nominee for more than one elected 
NYSUT position, except candidates for 
AFT State Delegate and AFT Alternate 
State Delegate may be a candidate for one 
additional elected NYSUT position.

B. Candidate qualification, nomination 
& election procedure for each office 

1. NYSUT Officer candidates
a. Eligibility Requirements for nomi-
nation and candidacy
Any member in good standing with 
NYSUT, at the time of nominations, may 
nominate a candidate to be a NYSUT  
officer. Membership in NYSUT for at 
least two (2) years prior to the Feb. 7, 
2020 deadline for the submission of 
nominations is a condition for being 
nominated as a NYSUT officer (NYSUT 
Constitution Art. VII §2).
b. Nominating Petition requirements
Nominating Petitions, containing  
signatures of at least 50 in-service or  
retiree NYSUT members in good  
standing, must be received by the  
NYSUT Elections Committee by no later 
than 5 p.m., Feb. 7, 2020.
c. Electors
All credentialed in-service and retiree 
delegates to the 2020 NYSUT  
Representative Assembly shall be  
eligible to vote for NYSUT officers.1

d. Tabulation
NYSUT officers shall be elected by 
a weighted roll call vote (NYSUT 
Constitution Article VII §7; Article VIII 
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[ REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY 2020 ]

I n addition to debating resolu-

tions that will set the union’s 

course for the next year, 

delegates to the 2020 NYSUT 

Representative Assembly will elect 

the officers and members of the 

NYSUT Board of Directors to three-

year terms. 

This year’s annual policymak-

ing convention takes place May 

1–2 at the Nelson A. Rockefeller 

Empire State Plaza 

and Capital Center in 

Albany. The conven-

tion is preceded by 

the Local and Retiree 

Council Presidents 

Conference.

“The annual conven-

tion is an exciting time 

for us here at NYSUT,” 

said President Andy Pallotta. “Having 

members and leaders 

from across the state 

come together  in 

solidarity shows the 

strength and power of 

our union. That same 

power enables us to 

fight for our members 

— and for those in our 

communities who may 

not have a voice.”

RA delegates will also be charged 

with electing state delegates and 

alternate state delegates to the 

American Federation of Teachers. 

Local leaders should be sure to 

visit nysut.org/ra for a list of impor-

tant upcoming RA deadlines, includ-

ing deadlines for forming a council 

of locals, and submitting resolutions 

and amendments to the NYSUT 

Constitution and Bylaws.

RA delegates to elect officers, Board  

1 “In-service delegates” are delegates who 
were nominated by, and elected by the in-
service NYSUT members of a NYSUT local. 
“Retiree delegates” are delegates who were 
nominated, elected by and from the NYSUT 
Retiree Councils (NYSUT Bylaw C (2)(c)).
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§1(c-d); NYSUT Bylaw C (1)(b-c)). The 
candidate with the majority of the total 
votes cast for each NYSUT office shall 
be elected to that office. 
Any local wishing to avail itself of the 
right to cast votes in the NYSUT officer 
election by secret ballot (NYSUT Con-
stitution Art. VIII §1(d)) must provide 
to the NYSUT Elections Committee a 
formal request signed by two officers 
of the local association, along with 
written verification (e.g. minutes of the 
local’s governing board) that the local’s 
governing body has directed its delegates 
to vote by secret ballot. In order to 
provide the NYSUT Elections Commit-
tee adequate advance time to prepare the 
necessary secret ballot, both the request 
for the secret ballot vote and the written 
verification must be provided to the 
NYSUT Elections Committee by no later 
than 5 p.m., March 20, 2020.

2. AFT State Delegate and AFT State 
Alternate Delegate candidates

a. Eligibility requirements for nomina-
tion and candidacy 
Any in-service member of both NYSUT 
and of AFT in good standing, at the time 
of nomination, shall be eligible to be 
a candidate for AFT State Delegate or 
AFT Alternate State Delegate. Any in-
service member in good standing of both 
NYSUT and of the AFT may nominate a 
candidate to be either an AFT State Del-
egate or an AFT Alternate State Delegate.
b. Nominating Petition requirements
Nominating Petitions, containing 
signatures of at least 50 NYSUT/AFT in-
service members in good standing, must 
be submitted to the NYSUT Elections 
Committee by no later than 5 p.m., Feb. 
7, 2020.
c. Electors
All credentialed in-service and retiree 
delegates to the 2020 NYSUT Repre-
sentative Assembly shall be eligible to 
vote for AFT State Delegates and AFT 
Alternate State Delegates. 
d. Tabulation
AFT State Delegates and Alternate State 
Delegates shall be elected by a weighted 
roll call vote of all ballots cast by in-
service and retiree delegates to the 2020 
NYSUT Representative Assembly. The 
four (4) candidates with the highest vote 
total for State Delegate and for Alternate 
State Delegate shall be elected AFT 
State Delegate and AFT Alternate State 
Delegate, respectively. 

3. NYSUT At-Large Director candidates 
a. Eligibility requirements for nomina-
tion and candidacy
Any member in good standing with 
NYSUT, at the time of nomination, may 

nominate a candidate to serve as an At-
Large Director.
To be a candidate to serve as an At-Large 
Director from a NYSUT clustered 
Election District, the candidate must be 
a member of a local which is situated 
within the clustered Election District. To 
be a candidate to serve as an At-Large 
Director for a statewide constituency 
group, the candidate must be a member 
of the constituency group. 
b. Nominating Petition requirements
A Nominating Petition, containing sig-
natures of at least eight (8) in-service or 
retiree NYSUT members in good stand-
ing, must be submitted to the NYSUT 
Elections Committee by no later than 5 
p.m., Feb. 7, 2020.
c. Electors
All credentialed in-service and retiree 
delegates shall be eligible to cast votes 
for all of the At-Large Director positions. 
d. Tabulation
At-Large Directors shall be elected by a 
weighted roll call vote of all ballots cast 
(NYSUT Constitution Article VIII §1(c-
d), Article IX §4(c) and NYSUT Bylaw 
C (1)(b)). The candidate with the major-
ity of the total votes cast for each of the 
clustered Election Districts and for the 
statewide constituency At-Large Election 
Districts shall be elected NYSUT At-
Large Director.

4. NYSUT geographic Election District 
Director candidates

a. Eligibility requirements for nomina-
tion and candidacy
Any in-service member in good standing 
with NYSUT at the time of nomination 
may nominate a candidate to serve as a 
Director from the NYSUT Election  
Districts encompassing the member’s 
local. Any NYSUT member in good 
standing of a NYSUT local may be a 
candidate for Director from the NYSUT 
Election District encompassing the 
member’s local. 
Any retiree member in good standing 
with NYSUT at the time of nomination 
may nominate a candidate to serve as a 
Director from a NYSUT Retiree Election 
District encompassing the retiree mem-
ber’s retiree council. Any NYSUT retiree 
member in good standing may be a 
candidate for Director from the NYSUT 
Retiree Election District encompassing 
the member’s retiree council.
b. Nominating Petition requirements
A Nominating Petition, signed by at least 
two (2) in-service NYSUT members 
in good standing from NYSUT locals 
which are situated within the Election 
District which the candidate seeks to rep-
resent, must be submitted to the NYSUT 
Elections Committee by no later than 5 

p.m., Feb. 7, 2020.  
A Nominating Petition, signed by at least 
two (2) retiree NYSUT members in good 
standing from NYSUT retiree councils 
which are situated within the NYSUT 
Retiree Election District which the candi-
date seeks to represent, must be submit-
ted to the NYSUT Elections Committee 
by no later than 5 p.m., Feb. 7, 2020.  
c. Electors
All credentialed delegates representing 
in-service NYSUT members from a  
NYSUT local who is in good standing 
with NYSUT, shall be eligible to cast 
votes in the election of the Election 
District Director for the Election District 
where the delegate’s local is situated. 
All credentialed retiree delegates 
representing NYSUT retiree members 
from a NYSUT retiree council shall be 
eligible to cast votes in the election of the 
NYSUT Retiree Election District Direc-
tor for the Retiree Election District where 
the delegate’s retiree council is situated. 
d. Tabulation
Directors shall be elected by a weighted 
roll call vote of the ballots cast by the 
delegates comprising the applicable 
constituency (NYSUT Constitution 
Article VIII §1(c-d), Article IX §4(a) and 
NYSUT Bylaw C (1)(b)). The candidate 
with the majority of the total votes cast 
in each Election District shall be elected 
NYSUT Director from the Election 
District and the NYSUT Retiree Election 
District Director.

IV. publIcatIon of notIce of  
nomInatIon anD electIon  
campaIgn & electIon proceDures

This Notice of Nomination and Election 
and Campaign & Election Procedures will 
appear in the January/February 2020 issue 
of NYSUT United. 
A reminder of the January/February 2020 
NYSUT United publication of Notice of 
Nomination and Election and Campaign & 
Election Procedures shall also be published 
in the January issues of the NYSUT Leader 
Briefing.

V.  canDIDates accessIng  
maIlIng labels anD the  
submIssIon of campaIgn  
statements for the “electIon  
Issue” of NYSUT UNiTed

Any candidate who completes and submits 
a valid Nominating Petition to the NYSUT 
Elections Committee by no later than 
5 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 7, 2020 shall be 
eligible: (a) to access and affix the mailing 
labels of eligible electors for campaign 
purposes at the NYSUT regional office des-
ignated by the candidate on the Nominating 
Petition, and/or (b) to promote his/her can-

didacy by submitting a campaign statement 
for publication in the March/April 2020 
NYSUT United “Election Issue.”
A. Elector Mailing Labels
Candidates are eligible to access mailing 
labels of the applicable delegate constitu-
ency (electors) upon so indicating on the 
Nominating Petition. The applicable 
delegate mailing labels will be released the 
week of March 30, 2020. Candidates will 
be notified by the Elections Committee by 
email or by phone when the mailing labels 
are available in the regional office.  
Mailing labels and appropriate office space 
in a common area will be provided to any 
candidate at the NYSUT regional office 
designated by the candidate on his or her 
Nominating Petition, to affix the mailing 
labels of eligible electors on materials for 
campaign purposes. There will be a  
NYSUT staff person present at all times 
during which the mailing labels are being 
affixed to the material. It shall be the sole 
responsibility of individual candidates to 
produce their campaign material, sup-
ply adequate postage and meet any other 
requirements of the U.S. Postal Service 
or other delivery service selected by the 
candidate, regarding the delivery of such 
materials. The designated NYSUT regional 
office shall take all reasonable steps to mail 
the material or to deliver it to such other 
delivery service selected by the candidate.  
Mailing labels shall not be taken from the 
regional office, reproduced or otherwise 
distributed. Candidates shall have the right 
to accompany NYSUT staff to the location 
where mailing or delivery to a service 
takes place, and to observe the mailing or 
delivery. 
All mailing labels are confidential and 
privileged information and shall not be 
taken from the regional office, reproduced 
or shared with anyone. Candidates should 
contact the Elections Committee at  
elections@nysutmail.org if they have not 
been contacted by the committee regarding 
mailing labels by March 30, 2020. 
Provided, however that in lieu of accessing 
and affixing mailing labels at a NYSUT 
regional office, a candidate may use a bona 
fide outside mailing service to deliver cam-
paign material to eligible electors, pursuant 
to the following procedures:  
(1)  Such candidate shall notify the NYSUT 

Elections Committee of the name and 
contact information for the outside mail-
ing service by listing that information 
on his or her Nominating Petition; and 

(2)  Within 48 hours of receipt of the Nomi-
nating Petition or as soon thereafter 
as practicable, the NYSUT Elections 
Committee shall contact the candidate, 
and the outside mailing service using 
the contact information provided by the 
candidate, to obtain any written assur-
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ance the committee may require in order 
to prevent the reproduction or unauthor-
ized distribution of member data.  

After the receipt of such written assurances 
as the NYSUT Elections Committee shall 
require, the committee shall arrange for the 
electronic delivery of data directly to the 
mailing service.  
B. NYSUT United “Election Issue”
The March/April 2020 issue of NYSUT 
United shall be the “Election Issue” which 
may be used by a candidate to promote his/
her candidacy free of charge, provided the 
qualified candidate submits their Campaign 
Statement and their Nominating Petition, 
both of which are to be validated by the 
Elections Committee, by no later than 5 
p.m. on Friday, Feb. 7, 2020.  
Candidate statements along with a photo, if 
desired, shall be submitted to the Elections 
Committee. Electronic submissions are 
preferred and shall be sent to the Elections 
Committee at elections@nysutmail.org by 
5 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 7, 2020. Candidate 
statements may also be sent to the Elections 
Committee by fax (518-213-6411) or in 
hard copy (photos) (NYSUT Elections 
Committee, c/o Office of the President, 
800 Troy-Schenectady Road, Latham, NY 
12110-2455) provided such statements are 
received by 5 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 7, 2020.  
Any words that extend beyond the allow-
able space will be deleted and not published 
as part of the candidate statement. The 
Editor of NYSUT United maintains the right 
to alter the format, font, print style or any 
other formatting to ensure uniformity in 
the presentation of all candidate state-
ments. Reasonable efforts shall be made to 
afford candidates an opportunity to review 
their statements prior to publication and to 
submit changes to their statements prior to 
final publication.
Please note that candidates are solely 
responsible for the grammar and content of 
their statements. 
Space in the March/April 2020 “Election 
Issue” of NYSUT United for campaign 
statements shall be allocated as follows: 

In addition to the uncharged space provided 
below, a full listing of candidates for the 
positions of NYSUT President, Executive 
Vice President, Second Vice President, 
Secretary-Treasurer, At-Large Director, 
Election District Director, AFT State Del-
egate and AFT Alternate State Delegate will 
also be published in the “Election Issue” of 
NYSUT United.  
C. Caucus Slate Campaign Statements
Organizations wishing to be identified by 
the Election Committee as a caucus under 
the Campaign and Election Procedures 
and thereby eligible to purchase space for 
a caucus identified campaign statement 
published in the March/April 2020 “Elec-
tion Issue” of NYSUT United shall request, 
and properly complete and timely return a 
Caucus Notification Form to the Elections 
Committee. That form is available from 
the NYSUT Elections Committee. The 
deadline for the submission to the Elections 
Committee of a completed Caucus Notifica-
tion Form as well as the caucus identified 
campaign statement, which are to be vali-
dated by the Elections Committee, is 5 p.m. 
on Friday, Feb. 14, 2020. 
Caucus-identified campaign page(s) or a 
portion of a page (if partial slate) will be 
assigned on the basis of a drawing by the 
Elections Committee; independent an-
nounced candidates will follow and will be 
arranged alphabetically for each position, 
and separately listed as described below.
D. Option to Purchase Space in NYSUT 
United “Election Issue”
In addition to a candidate being allocated 
uncharged space in the NYSUT United 
“Election Issue” under the above criteria 
(either individually or as part of a caucus 
statement), a candidate who has submitted 
a validated Nominating Petition by no later 
than 5 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 7, 2020 may 
purchase additional space in the NYSUT 
United “Election Issue.” This space will be 
charged as an advertisement and printed in 
the advertisement portion of NYSUT Unit-
ed, separate and apart from the uncharged 
space provided in Subdivision B above. 
The cost of that purchased space will be 

based upon the NYSUT United’s standard 
advertisement house rates and policy. 
Please note that candidates may NOT 
purchase additional space as part of or to 
extend the uncharged space provided for in 
Subdivision B above. In addition, any cau-
cus that has submitted a validated Caucus 
Notification Form by no later than 5 p.m. 
on Friday, Feb. 14, 2020 may purchase one 
ad in the NYSUT United “Election Issue” 
at the reduced rate of 25% of the standard 
advertising house rates. Any additional ad 
or ads purchased by a caucus shall be at full 
cost. Any candidate interested in purchas-
ing additional space must provide the copy 
to be published in the March/April 2020 
NYSUT United “Election Issue” to NYSUT 
United Editor (united@nysutmail.org) 
by no later than 5 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 14, 
2020. Additional information regarding 
the NYSUT United’s standard advertising 
house rates and policy may be obtained by 
telephoning the NYSUT United at 518-213-
6090, ext. 6354 or ext. 6264.

VI. nomInees’ forum

A. Statewide Offices Nominees’ Forum
Nominees for NYSUT Officers,  
NYSUT At-Large Directors and AFT State 
Federation Delegates and AFT Alternate 
State Delegates to the AFT Convention 
(“statewide offices”) shall be given the 
opportunity to speak to the RA during the 
Nominees’ Forum which, if necessary, is 
to be held at 4:15 p.m. on Friday, May 1, 
2020 or immediately after the conclusion of 
General Session #1. In order to be eligible 
to participate in a Nominees’ Forum for any 
of the statewide offices, a candidate must 
complete and return the Statewide Offices 
Nominees’ Forum Participant Request 
Form contained in the Candidate Nominat-
ing Petition to the Elections Committee 
by no later than 5 p.m. on Feb. 7, 2020. 
The Elections Committee will have avail-
able at the Elections Committee Table the 
final Statewide Offices Nominees’ Forum 
participant roster (and locations) on May 
1, 2020 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The time al-
located shall be divided equally among the 
nominees for the same position. The order 
of speaking shall be determined by lot. 
Groups of nominees may pool their time. 
Candidates may withdraw their participa-
tion in the Nominees’ Forum at any time. 
The NYSUT Elections Committee will 
announce during the General Session, to be 
held on May 1, 2020 at 3:15 p.m., whether 
there will be a Statewide Offices Nominees’ 
Forum conducted at the conclusion of such 
General Session.
B. Election District Director Nominees’ 
Forum
All nominees for Election District Director 
shall have the opportunity to speak at the 
Election District Director Nominees’ Forum 
which, if necessary, is to be held at the RA 

commencing at 12:15 p.m. on Friday, May 
1, 2020. In order to be eligible to participate 
in a Nominees’ Forum for any Election 
District Director position, a candidate must 
complete and return the Election District 
Director Nominees’ Forum Participant 
Request Form contained in the Candidate 
Nominating Petition to the Elections Com-
mittee by no later than 5 p.m. on Friday, 
Feb. 7, 2020. Candidates may withdraw 
their participation in the Nominees’ Forum 
at any time. The Elections Committee will 
have available at the Elections Committee 
Table at the RA the final Election District 
Director Nominees’ Forum participant ros-
ter (and locations) on May 1, 2020 from 11 
a.m to 12 noon. The time allocated shall be 
divided equally among the nominees for the 
same position. The order of speaking shall 
be determined by lot.

VII. campaIgnIng at the  
representatIVe assembly

Campaign material shall not be distributed 
on the Representative Assembly conven-
tion floor or in or around voting areas or as 
otherwise limited by the Rules of Procedure 
for the 2020 Representative Assembly, as 
approved by the Board of Directors and as 
adopted by the delegates at the 2020 Repre-
sentative Assembly.  
Campaigning at the NYSUT Representative 
Assembly shall end on Friday, May 1, 2020 
at 4:45 p.m.  
Pursuant to Article VIII (1) (f) of the 
NYSUT Constitution, the NYSUT Elec-
tions Committee shall have the authority 
to resolve any and all issues or disputes 
involving any election.  

VIII. staff restrIctIons,  
campaIgn contrIbutIons &  
lImIteD canDIDate serVIces

NYSUT staff members are prohibited by 
law from campaigning for any candidate 
except on the staff member’s own time 
and provided that no union or employer 
funds or other resources are used for such 
electioneering. No candidate should request 
any campaign assistance from any NYSUT 
staff member.
No portion of dues money or union resourc-
es at the local, state or national level shall 
be used, directly or indirectly, to promote 
the candidacy of any person for any elected 
office. 
Contributions may be received by a candi-
date only from individual persons or groups 
of individuals. No employer whatsoever 
(including, but not limited to, other unions, 
commercial firms, non-profit organizations, 
law firms, and businesses) may contribute 
money, goods, services, or anything of 
value, to promote directly or indirectly, the 
candidacy of any person for any elected 
office. 
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Position Space Photos Published Order of Statement

President 540 Words Yes 
(1.25” X 1.5” each)

Candidates will be listed alphabetically

Executive Vice President 540 Words Yes Candidates will be listed alphabetically

Second Vice President 230 Words Yes Candidates will be listed alphabetically

Secretary-Treasurer 230 Words Yes Candidates will be listed alphabetically

At-Large Director 100 Words Yes Candidates will be listed alphabetically

Election District Directors 50 Words No Candidates will be listed alphabetically and 
arranged in the numeric order of the NYSUT 
Election Districts

AFT State Delegate and 
Alternate

None No Candidates will be listed alphabetically

*Photos taken with cellphones or cameras will be accepted. Photos copied from the Internet will not.
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In conducting their election campaign, no 
candidate or anyone acting on behalf of a 
candidate shall utilize any funds, facilities, 
equipment, stationery, supplies or resources 
(including, but not limited to, comput-
ers, email systems, computer networks, 
electronic media, telephones, supplies, 
photocopiers or fax machines) which are 
financed by, owned or leased by NYSUT 
(except as provided below), or any of its 
national or local affiliates.
NYSUT through its Elections Committee 
will (subject to availability, e.g. NYSUT is 
not obliged to purchase equipment if not 
otherwise available) make limited services 
equally accessible to all candidates and 
caucuses (the cost of which incurred by 
NYSUT is to be paid to NYSUT). The 
exclusive limited services which will be 
made equally available by the Elections 
Committee to candidates and caucuses are 
as follows: (a) use of a table with chairs, 
in the vicinity of the convention hall for 
campaigning; (b) meeting space totaling not 
more than three (3) hours during the entire 
period of the Representative Assembly 
(Friday-Saturday); and (c) photocopying; 
provided that NYSUT is fully compen-
sated for all costs incurred by NYSUT (as 
determined, in writing, by NYSUT) for 
the limited services utilized, and provided 
further that such services are available. All 
candidates and caucuses shall have equal 
access to receive all such limited services, 
and all reasonable requests will be honored, 
subject to the above qualifications. No 
alcohol, food, or refreshments will be per-
mitted in any meeting space made available 
to candidates by the Elections Committee.  
Any candidate who is endorsed by a caucus 
shall be ineligible to receive individual 
candidate services under these provisions 
whenever the caucus receives such services. 
Should either a candidate or a caucus wish 
to utilize any of these limited services, the 
Services Request Form (and additionally, in 
the case of a caucus, a proper Caucus Noti-
fication Form) shall be completed, signed, 
received and validated by the NYSUT 
Elections Committee, all by not later than 5 
p.m. April 24, 2020. 
If due to unforeseen circumstances (e.g. 
scheduling, equipment limitations or 
unavailability), the Elections Committee 
determines that any of the above described 
limited services need to be revised or modi-
fied, all eligible candidates and caucuses 
that have timely submitted the Services 
Request Form shall be promptly notified by 
the Elections Committee of the change. In 
such event, the Elections Committee will 
take reasonable means and measures to 
arrange comparable services so that there 
is no disparate treatment among any of the 
candidates, recognizing that if any costs are 
incurred by NYSUT in making alternate 
arrangements available, such are to be 

borne by the requesting candidates and/or 
caucus(es).
The cost of all services received by every 
candidate and every political caucus shall 
be reimbursed to NYSUT within thirty (30) 
days of the candidate’s or caucus’s receipt 
of NYSUT’s written statement of services.   

IX. role anD authorIty of  
electIons commIttee

Pursuant to Article VIII (1) (f) of the  
NYSUT Constitution, the NYSUT  
Elections Committee shall have the author-
ity to resolve any and all issues or disputes 
involving any election and to interpret and 
apply these Campaign and Election Proce-
dures. The NYSUT Elections Committee 
shall be empowered to modify the forego-
ing procedures and timelines in the event of 
extenuating or unforeseen circumstances, or 
the requirements of either law or NYSUT’s 
affiliates. Notification will be provided in 
the event there is a material change in these 
procedures or timelines.

X. conDuctIng electIons

All elections shall be conducted in accor-
dance with the following instructions, and 
those provided by the NYSUT Elections 
Committee.
A. Time and date of elections 
In order to be eligible to vote at the NYSUT 
Representative Assembly a delegate must 
be registered by 4:45 p.m. on May 1, 2020 
and must be present at her/his assigned 
voting location on May 1, 2020 at 5 p.m. 
Any delegate not at her/his assigned voting 
location by that deadline will not be able to 
vote. Instructions on voting, distribution of 
ballots and voting will begin at each voting 
location promptly on May 1, 2020 at 5 p.m. 
B. Votes allocated per local
Upon request, each local will be apprised of 
the number of its votes based on member-
ship as defined in the NYSUT Constitution. 
C. Election District Elections Committee
Each Election District Director shall ap-
point an Elections Committee member 
who is a delegate from that district, none 
of whom shall be a candidate for any 
position to be filled. Said Elections Com-
mittee member, with the committee, shall 
be responsible for conducting elections in 
accordance with the following instructions 
and any further instruction they will receive 
from the Representative Assembly Elec-
tions Committee Chairperson.
Locals who are represented by multiple 
Election District Directors, and therefore 
may have multiple RA Elections Commit-
tee members, may create a Local Elections 
Committee comprised of the RA Elections 
Committee members and other members 
from their local as they deem necessary.  
The created Local Elections Committee 

must have a Chairperson and a Vice-Chair-
person. Working with the RA Elections 
Committee, this local committee will be 
responsible for conducting the elections for 
their local at the Representative Assembly.  
If a local creates such an Elections Com-
mittee, the names of the committee mem-
bers, chairperson and vice-chairperson must 
be reported to the RA Elections Committee 
by not later than 5 p.m. April 24, 2020.
Each Election District Elections Committee 
member will conduct the election according 
to the following procedure:

1.  The Election District Elections Com-
mittee member will pick up and sign for 
all of the ballots for all of the locals in 
his/her Election District.

2.  The ballots will be distributed to the 
Ranking Delegate (delegation chair) of 
each local as reported by the local on 
their completed Election Certification 
Report.

3.  The Ranking Delegate of each local 
will distribute the ballots to each eli-
gible voting delegate.

4.  The eligible delegates will vote, sign 
their ballots, and return the ballots to 
the local’s Ranking Delegate.

5.  After completion of the ballots, the 
Ranking Delegate will collect all bal-
lots, and return them to the Election 
District Elections Committee member.

6.  The Election District Elections Com-
mittee member will return the ballots to 
the Representative Assembly Elections 
Committee.

D. Voting tabulation & elections  
reporting
The Representative Assembly Elections 
Committee will tabulate the results accord-
ing to Article C, Section 1 (b) of NYSUT’s 
Bylaws, which states: “The votes of a local 
or retiree council shall be divided evenly 
among the delegates present at the time 
of voting. Votes shall be evenly divided to 
four (4) decimal positions by the Elections 
Committee at the time of tabulation. Elec-
tion results will be reported by rounding the 
results to zero decimal positions.”
Write-in votes will not be counted nor be 
part of any tabulation.
The Elections Committee will use all 
reasonable efforts to make the certified 
election results available to candidates 
requesting such information, before any 
results are announced during the following 
General Session, provided the candidate has 
provided to the Elections Committee, in ad-
vance, their cell telephone number, another 
telephone number, or an email address.
If possible, the certified election results will 
be announced by the Elections Committee 
during the General Session held following 
the tabulation of votes and the Elections 
Committee’s certification of the election. If 

the final election results are not available by 
the close of the General Session they will 
be published in the final RA Reporter. The 
final election results and vote total per can-
didate will be reported in the next available 
NYSUT United and posted at nysut.org.
All candidates shall receive official notifi-
cation of the certified election results from 
the Elections Committee upon certification. 
The certified election results and vote total 
per candidate shall be reported in the next 
available NYSUT United and posted at 
nysut.org. However, roll call voting by del-
egates shall not be released for any secret 
ballot elections.
Observers of the tabulation process shall 
be afforded the opportunity to receive the 
results either electronically or in writing 
after the candidates have been notified of 
the results. In the case of an uncontested 
election, observers may receive the results 
on behalf of the candidate.
E. Runoff procedure
Should a second balloting be necessary to 
determine the results of an election, the two 
nominees with the highest number of votes 
in the first election will be runoff nominees.  
In the event that there is a tie for the second 
highest number of votes, the candidate re-
ceiving the highest number of votes and all 
candidates tied for second will be placed on 
the second ballot. Before a runoff election 
is held, the number of votes cast for each 
candidate in the election will be announced.
In the event that the Elections Committee 
determines that a run-off election needs to 
be held, the run-off election or run-off elec-
tions will be held Saturday, May 2, 2020 
at a time to be announced by the Elections 
Committee Chair at the beginning of the 
General Session held following the tabula-
tion of votes.
F. Observers
Candidates may observe or designate an 
observer or observers to observe the voting 
and tabulation process. Observers need not 
be elected delegates or alternates to the 
Representative Assembly. Observers may 
observe the voting and/or tabulation pro-
cess subject to the following conditions:

1.  Voting: Any candidate may observe or 
designate an observer or observers to 
observe the voting process at each poll-
ing location.

2.  Tabulation: Any candidate may observe 
or designate an observer for the tabula-
tion process. The Chair of the NYSUT 
Elections Committee retains the right, 
based on logistical concerns, to limit the 
number of observers in the tabulation 
room; however, every candidate for 
election shall have the right to have 
at least one observer in the tabulation 
room.  
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Each candidate must register the name of 
each observer with the NYSUT Elections 
Committee before 5 p.m. on April 29, 2020.  
Observers are required to show photo iden-
tification to a representative of the NYSUT 
Elections Committee and each observer 
will be issued a special observer badge that 
must be displayed at all times during the 
voting and tabulation process. No observer 
will be allowed to observe voting or enter 
the tabulation room without the special 
observer badge.  

XI. forms & InformatIon

Forms and information are available from:  
NYSUT Elections Committee, 800 Troy-
Schenectady Road, Latham, NY 12110-
2455; phone 800-342-9810, ext. 6662; 518-
213-6000, ext. 6662, or by email request to 
elections@nysutmail.org.
Items available as specified within the 
Campaign and Election Procedures from 
the NYSUT Elections Committee are listed 
below and will be available on and after 
Jan. 2, 2020. (This is not an order form.)
n  Nominating Petition for:
     — NYSUT Officer
     —  AFT State Delegate and  

AFT Alternate State Delegate
     — NYSUT At-Large Director
     — NYSUT Election District Director
n  Candidate and Caucus Services Request 

Form
n Caucus Notification Form 
All original signed and completed forms 
must be returned to the NYSUT Elections 
Committee, c/o Office of the President, 
800 Troy-Schenectady Road, Latham, NY 
12110-2455.

XII. specIal electIon proceDures

In the event of a vacancy in a NYSUT 
Officer position, in an At-Large Director 
position or in a geographic Election District 
Director office, which occurs between 
election-year Representative Assemblies, 
the following special election procedures 
shall apply:
A. Procedure to fill an Officer vacancy, 
or an At-Large vacancy on the NYSUT 
Board of Directors
Pursuant to NYSUT Constitution, Article 
IX §6(o), the NYSUT Board of Directors is 
empowered to fill all officer and all at-large 
director vacancies that may occur between 
election-year Representative Assemblies.  
The following procedures shall apply in 
either instance:

1.  Upon determination by the President 
that a vacancy exists, an election date 
shall be set for the purpose of electing 
a successor to serve the balance of the 
unexpired term.

2.  A notice of vacancy will be published 
in the NYSUT United. That notice shall 

provide at least twenty (20) days for the 
filing of nominations with the Office 
of the President. The election to fill the 
vacancy shall take place no fewer than 
twenty-nine (29) days and no more than 
ninety (90) days after the mailing of 
such notice.

3.  Nominations must be accompanied by a 
petition signed by at least fifty (50)  
NYSUT members in the case of a 
statewide office position and at least 
eight (8) NYSUT members in the case 
of an At-Large Director position. The 
nominating petition shall include each 
member’s name, his/her local, and his/
her NYSUT identification number. 
Candidates must be NYSUT members 
in good standing at the time of their 
nomination.

4.  The election will be by roll call vote of 
the members of the NYSUT Board of 
Directors. Each candidate shall be given 
an opportunity to address the Board 
of Directors for a period not to exceed 
three (3) minutes. A majority vote is 
required for election. Should a second 
balloting be necessary to determine the 
results of an election, the two nominees 
with the highest number of votes in the 
first election will be nominees. In the 
event that there is a tie for the second 
highest number of votes, the candidate 
with the highest number of votes and 
all candidates tied for second shall be 
placed on the second ballot. The meet-
ing must remain in session until there 
are no more than two candidates on the 
ballot, and one candidate is elected by 
the Board.

5.  If there is only one candidate, the 
Secretary-Treasurer shall be directed 
to cast a single vote on behalf of that 
candidate. The certified election results 
and vote total per candidate shall be 
posted at nysut.org.

6.  The person elected shall serve the 
unexpired term.

B. Procedure to fill an Election District 
vacancy on the NYSUT Board of  
Directors 

1.  The President shall call a special 
election meeting of all duly certified 
delegates and alternates within the Elec-
tion District for the purpose of electing 
a successor district director to serve the 
balance of the unexpired term. 

2.  NYSUT members who were reported 
as the elected delegates to the most 
recently conducted Representative As-
sembly shall be eligible to vote in the 
special election conducted within the 
Election District. Any reported elected 
alternate to the most recently conducted 
Representative Assembly may vote in 
the absence of a delegate from the same 
local or council (NYSUT Constitution, 

Article IX, §(4)(b)). 
NOTE: Certified delegates and alter-
nates serve until successor delegates 
and alternates are certified, except that 
no delegate or alternate may continue 
to be certified if the member or local is 
considered in bad standing in accor-
dance with Article IV §2(g) and Article 
VIII §3 (f) of the NYSUT Constitution.

3.  Notice of vacancy and special Election 
District meeting shall be printed in 
the NYSUT United. That notice shall 
provide at least twenty (20) days for the 
filing of nominations with the Office 
of the President. The election to fill the 
vacancy shall take place no fewer than 
twenty-nine (29) days and no more than 
ninety (90) days after the mailing of 
such notice.

4.  Notice of the special election meeting 
shall also be sent to all duly certified 
delegates and alternates of record  in the 
Election District so that it is received 
by said delegates and alternates at least  
twenty days (20) days in advance of the 
scheduled election.

5.  After proper notification to all members 
in the Election District has been com-
pleted as provided for in paragraphs 3 
and 4 of this subdivision, voting may 
be canceled by the Elections Commit-
tee for the position of Election District 
Director, following the period of open 
nominations, provided that there is only 
one candidate who has filed a validated 
nominating petition to fill the vacant po-
sition. In such instance, the Chair of the 
Elections Committee shall certify that 
voting is unnecessary and the candidate 
shall then be deemed elected by the 
Elections Committee.

6.  A list of all certified delegates and 
alternates within the Election District 
shall be printed and made available to 
the RA Credentials Committee member 
or his or her designee and the Chair of 
the Elections Committee or his or her 
designee at the special election meeting 
being held to elect a successor district 
director.

7.  Notification and election procedures 
for handling Election District Direc-
tor vacancies which occur between 
June and August shall be drawn up and 
implemented at the discretion of the 
NYSUT President.

8.  The RA Credentials Committee mem-
ber from the Election District or his or 
her designee shall supervise registration 
of certified representatives or, in his/her 
absence, the chairperson shall appoint a 
member to serve.

9.  The Chairperson of the NYSUT Elec-
tions Committee or his or her desig-
nee shall serve as chairperson of the 
meeting and the chair shall appoint a 

secretary of the meeting.
10.  Nominations of candidates to fill the 

district director vacancy shall be time-
ly submitted in writing, to the NYSUT 
Elections Committee c/o NYSUT 
Office of the President, in the manner 
specified by the Notice of Nomina-
tion and Election. Candidates must be 
NYSUT members in good standing at 
the time of their nomination. 

11.  Each candidate shall be given an 
opportunity to address the special elec-
tion meeting for a period not to exceed 
three (3) minutes.

12.  The chairperson may appoint an elec-
tions committee composed of no fewer 
than three (3) representatives from that 
district to assist with the election, none 
of whom shall be candidates for the 
position of Director. The chairperson 
and/or the members of the elections 
committee shall be responsible for the 
distribution and counting of ballots, 
and for the submission of the tally of 
the vote in accordance with prescribed 
procedures.

13.  Candidates may observe or designate 
observers for the counting of ballots. 

14.  The chairperson, either individually 
or through the elections committee, 
will tabulate the results according to 
Article C, Section 1(b) of NYSUT’s 
Bylaws, which states: “The votes of a 
local or retiree council shall be divided 
evenly among the delegates present 
at the time of voting. Votes shall be 
evenly divided to four (4) decimal 
positions by the Elections Committee 
at the time of tabulation. Election re-
sults will be reported by rounding the 
results to zero decimal positions.”

15.  Should a second balloting be neces-
sary to determine the results of an 
election, the two nominees with the 
highest number of votes in the first 
election will be nominees. In the event 
that there is a tie for the second high-
est number of votes, the candidates 
receiving the highest number of votes 
and all candidates tied for second shall 
be placed on the second ballot. The 
meeting must remain in session until 
there are no more than two candi-
dates on the ballot, and a candidate is 
elected Election District Director. 

16.  The chairperson of the meeting shall 
complete election report forms and 
shall be responsible for filing the prop-
er reports and ballots at Headquarters 
as required by federal/state regula-
tions. The certified election results and 
vote total per candidate shall be posted 
at nysut.org.




