Patsy Takemoto Mink was a pioneering American legislator

and advocate for educational equity who became the first

woman of color elected to Congress in 1964. After facing
o gender and racial discrimination when denied admission to
E :‘{j@medical schools, Mink redirected her academic pursuits,
e earning a law degree and becoming the first Japanese-
American woman to practice law in Hawaii. Her personal
experiences with discrimination fueled her lifelong
commitment to expanding educational opportunities for
women and underrepresented groups.

R

Dur@ﬁer congressional career spanning two periods
(1965-1977 and 1990-2002), Mink co-authored the landmark
Title IX Amendment of the Education Amendments of 1972,
which prohibited discrimination based on sex in federally
funded educational programs and dramatically expanded
women’s access to academic and athletic opportunities
across the United States. Her advocacy extended to early
@ childhood education through her authorship of the Early

Childhood Education Act and the Women's Educational Equity
Act, which provided federal funding for programs addressing
gender bias in educational materials.

As amember of the House Education and Labor Committee,
Following her death in 2002, Title IX was renamed in her

" the law recognizes h
ducation equali
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she advocated for worker protections and economic justice.



