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CelebrateWomen’sHistory
Mary McLeod Bethune (1875–1955) was an 
American educator and champion of gender 
and racial equality. 

In 1904, Bethune founded the Daytona Normal 
and Industrial Institute for Negro Girls, which later  
became Bethune-Cookman College. She became the 
first African American woman to head a federal agen-
cy when President Franklin D. Roosevelt appointed 
her director of the Division of Negro Affairs of the 
National Youth Administration in 1936. In 1945, she 
was the only woman of color at the United Nations’ 
founding conference. 

Bethune was a leader in the black women’s club move-
ment, serving as president of the National Association 
of Colored Women’s clubs, and founding president of 
the National Council of Negro Women. She became 
vice president of the NAACP in 1940, a position she 
held until her death. In 1973, Bethune was induct-
ed into the National Women’s Hall of Fame. The U.S. 
Postal Service issued a stamp in her honor in 1985. 

“ The true worth  
of a race must be 
measured by the 
character of its 
womanhood.”

    – Mary McLeod Bethune  
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