
12 NYSUT | Committee of 100

The Executive Budget fails to 
fund Teacher Centers. Funding 
should be restored to at least the  
2008-09 level of $40 million.

Providing educators with customized Continuing  
Teacher & Leader Education to ensure that students  
are college, career and citizen-ready

TEACHER CENTERS

Teacher Center funding supports:

Teacher Resource and Computer 
Training Centers were established 
by the State Legislature in 1984 to 
provide comprehensive, ongoing 
professional development and 
support services to the state’s 
teachers. At a time when we are 
requiring educators to comply 
with higher expectations to en-
sure all students are on track for 
college, career and citizenship, we 
must provide educators, school 
related-professionals and parents 
with the resources and tools they 
need to meet this demand.

Implementation of the Next Generation Learning Standards
n  Developing a deeper understanding of the standards and how to change  

teaching and assessment methods to address these changes.  

English Language Learners 
n  Offering professional development informed by research and developed by 

school-based educators to meet the needs of English Language Learners  
in any school setting.

Aligning Technology with Local Needs
n  Piloting new technologies to see where they will have the greatest impact;   

n  Local coordination of technology purchased with Smart Bond funding; and

n  Facilitating the introduction and support of STEM and STEAM initiatives.

Refinement of Instructional Skills 
n  Working with educators to better understand the impact of poverty  

on student learning;

n  Offering statewide support for teachers pursuing National Board  
Certification; and

n  Coordinating community-based initiatives to address school culture, 
including racial and social justice issues.

Improved Teacher Retention
n  Leading mentor programs that support new teachers in the classroom and  

the community; and

n  Providing a safe space for professional development that enables educators to 
share best practices on how to be a more effective educator. 

Teacher Centers . . . professional learning  
by educators, for educators
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