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Jane Goodall was a world-renowned primatologist 
and anthropologist whose groundbreaking research 
transformed our understanding of the natural world. 
Born in London in 1934, Goodall traveled to Tanzania 
in 1960 to study chimpanzees in what is now Gombe 
Stream National Park, becoming among the first  
researchers to observe primates in their natural habitat 
over an extended period.

Goodall was the first to observe chimpanzees making and  
using tools; a behavior previously thought to be uniquely 
human. She also documented complex social behaviors and 
emotions among chimpanzees, challenging long-held  
assumptions about the boundary between humans and other 
animals.

At a time when women were largely excluded from fieldwork and 
scientific leadership, Goodall broke barriers and paved the way for 
generations of women in science. In 1977, she founded the Jane 
Goodall Institute, which supports conservation and development 
programs across Africa. Central to the Institute’s mission is its 
work to empower young women by providing access to  
education, family planning, high-quality healthcare and clean 
water. She also established Roots & Shoots, a youth-led  
program active in more than 60 countries that empowers 
young people to become environmental and  
humanitarian leaders.

A United Nations Messenger of Peace, Goodall  
received numerous honors, including the  
Presidential Medal of Freedom and damehood 
from the British Crown. She continued to  
advocate tirelessly until her passing on  
October 1, 2025, at age 91, inspiring  
generations — especially young women  
— to challenge convention and protect 
the planet.

NYSUT, a statewide union of professionals, is proud to honor the contributions 
of women throughout history. 
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