
 

October 17, 2013  

Richard D. Parsons, Chairman 
Governor Cuomo’s New NY Education Reform Commission 
Providence Equity L.L.C. 
9 West 57th Street 
Suite 4700 
New York, NY 10019 

Dear Chairman Parsons: 

We are deeply concerned with the state's deficient implementation of the Common Core State Standards and 
the assessments that are tied to the new teacher evaluation system, an ill-conceived plan that has jeopardized 
the potential of the Common Core in New York. A mid-course correction is essential to address the 
widespread lack of confidence in how the standards have been rolled out and to move forward with our 
commitment to improve instructional practices and strengthen student learning. New York State must re-boot 
the system and provide the time and support schools and families need to make the standards a reality.  

To get it right, NYSED led by Commissioner King, along with the Board of Regents, must start by taking the 
following steps: 

 Continuously engage parents by informing them about the goals of the Common Core, listen to their 
concerns about their children’s needs to realize the potential of Common Core State Standards, and 
share resources and strategies that families can use to support student learning to the new standards; 

 Bring together educators to review the state's Common Core curriculum modules to ensure they are 
grade-level appropriate and aligned with classroom practice; 

 Provide teachers with the tools, professional development, and resources to address the needs of 
diverse learners, including students with disabilities and English language learners; 

 Provide teachers with the time for collaboration and respect their professional judgment to ensure 
that instructional materials are aligned to both the standards and students' needs; 

 Provide transparency in the state assessment program by releasing all of the test questions to be a 
learning tool for educators, students, families, and the community so that there is an understanding of 
the tasks required and instruction can be directed to support areas of weakness; 

 Postpone the implementation of the Common Core Regents exams as a graduation requirement; and 
 Urge the Legislature to provide the funding needed to ensure that all students have an equal 

opportunity to achieve the Common Core State Standards. 

Since each of these corrections requires time for development and implementation, we strongly urge you to 
support legislation to create a three-year moratorium on the use of state assessments for high-stakes 
consequences for students and teachers. There are alternative measures of student learning and growth that 
can be adopted during this critical transition period. The moratorium is a necessity to ensure that students 
have the opportunity to succeed with college and career-ready standards in New York State. 
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We have sent the same letter to the NYS Board of Regents and Commissioner King requesting their support 
for the moratorium. 

Sincerely, 

 

Richard C. Iannuzzi        Randi Weingarten  Michael Mulgrew 
President, NYSUT         President, AFT    President, UFT  
 
 
 
 
Andrew Pallotta          Maria Neira  Kathleen M. Donahue   Lee Cutler  
Executive Vice                    Vice President,  Vice President,  Secretary-Treasurer, 
President, NYSUT          NYSUT       NYSUT   NYSUT     
 
NYSUT At-Large Directors NYSUT Election District Directors 
   
Kristin Sterling, ED 1 & 3 *Donald Benker, ED 1 *Robert Astrowsky, ED 31 
John Burns, ED 2 & 44 Janet Utz, ED 2 Catalina Fortino, ED 32 
Eileen Healy, ED 4 & 46 Thomas Parker, ED 3 Paul Egan, ED 33 
David DeFelice, ED 5 & 6 Joseph Sweeny, ED 4 *Michael Mendel, ED 34 
*Paul Farfaglia, ED 7 & 8 *Adam Urbanski, ED 5 LeRoy Barr, ED 35 
*Roderick Sherman, ED 9 & 10 Michael Herlan, ED 6 Iris DeLutro, ED 37 
Dona Murray, ED 11, 12 & 45 Sylvia Matousek, ED 7 Steven London, ED 38 
Carla McLaud, ED 13 & 14 Dianne Giffune, ED 8 *Ellen Schuler Mauk, ED 39 
*Patricia Puleo, ED 15 & 16 Jeanette Stapley, ED 9 Edward Quinn, ED 40 
Selina Durio, ED 17 & 20 Anthony McCann. ED 10 Rowena Blackman-Stroud, ED 41 
Ed Vasta, ED 18 & 19 Kenneth Smith, ED 11 Thomas Matthews, ED 42 
*Nadia Resnikoff, ED 21-22-23 *Stacey Caruso-Sharpe, ED 12 Catherine Savage, ED 45 
Richard Farkas, ED 24 & 25 Kathleen Taylor, ED 13 Matthew Hill, ED 46 
Howard Schoor, ED 26 & 27 Paul Ellis-Graham, ED 14 Loretta Donlon, ED 51 
Carmen Alvarez Scaglione, ED 28 & 29 Karen Magee, ED 15 Joan Perrini, ED 52 
*Michael Mulgrew, ED 30 & 31 Jeffrey Yonkers, ED 16 Thomas Murphy, ED 53 
Janella Hinds, ED 32 & 33 Kenneth Ulric, ED 17 
Sterling Roberson, ED 34 & 35 Barbara Hafner, ED 18 Lola Kelly, NEA Board Member
*Barbara Bowen, ED 37-38-39 Christine Vasilev, ED 19 
*Phillip Smith, ED 40-41-42 John Mansfield, ED 20 
Joseph McLaughlin, ED 51-52-53 Timothy Southerton, ED 21 * NYSUT Executive Committee 
*Shelvy Young Abrams, SRP Paul Pecorale, ED 22   Members 
Margie Brumfield, SRP Antoinette Blanck, ED 23
*Sandra Carner-Shafran, SRP Karen Alford, ED 24 
Deborah Paulin, SRP Jose Vargas, ED 25 
Catherine Rienth, SRP Evelyn DeJesus, ED 26 
Anne Goldman, Health Care  Rona Freiser, ED 27 
Stephen Rechner, Private Sector Higher Ed  Arthur Pepper, ED 28 
Andy Sako, Community College  Emil Pietromonaco, ED 29 
Morton Rosenfeld, National Unification  Anthony Harmon, ED 30 
 

cc: Andrew Cuomo, Governor, New York State  


